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Synopsis

2016 Reprint of 1908 Edition. This guide offers a modern interpretation of Hermetic doctrine,
distilling its teachings into seven compelling principles that can be applied to self-development in
daily life. For centuries, the legendary Egyptian man-god Hermes Trismegistus - regarded as the
father of astrology, alchemy, and other magical arts - inspired writers and readers of occult
literature. In 1908, the anonymous authors known as "Three Initiates" prepared this concise and
engaging edition of the master’s teachings. It outlines the Hermetic principles and then examines
them in depth, offering direct quotations from the source material, followed by clear explanations.
The best introduction to Hermeticism for beginners and adepts alike, this definitive edition of one of
esoteric literature’s classics explores principles relevant to any religious, spiritual, or magical

tradition.
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Customer Reviews

The Kybalion, originally published in 1912, is a short volume (223 pages, 7.5" x 5" hardcover) that
presents, with commentary, the basic Hermetic principles. The author(s) of the book are
anonymous.Chapter 1 provides background on Hermetic philosophy, and describes the overall
purpose of this book: "In the early days, there was a compilation of certain Basic Hermetic
Doctrines, passed on from teacher to student, which was known as 'THE KYBALION,’ the exact
significance and meaning of the term having been lost for several centuries. This teaching, however,

is known to many to whom it has descended, from mouth to ear, throughout the centuries. Its



precepts have never been written down, nor printed, as far as we know. It was merely a collection of
maxims, axioms, and precepts, which were non-understandable to outsiders, but which were readily
understood by students, after the axioms, maxims, and precepts had been explained and
exemplified by the Hermetic Initiates to their Neophytes ... We herein give you many of the maxims,
axioms and precepts of THE KYBALION, accompanied by explanations and illustrations which we
deem likely to render the teachings more easily comprehended by the modern student, particularly
as the original text is purposely veiled in obscure terms." (Note: as is common in many books of this
era, the author(s) make extensive use of what today would be considered non-standard
capitalization and punctuation.)The Hermetic principles, familiar to any who have done basic

readings in western esoteric philosophy, are outlined and then examined in depth.
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